
Govt awareness raising focus marks International Anti-Corruption 

Day 

The government has been focusing on anti-corruption awareness raising 

among officials and students as it marks the 15th anniversary of 

International Anti-Corruption Day (December 9).  

A celebration ceremony for International Anti-Corruption Day took place 

in the capital last week and was attended by Vice Chairman of the State 

Inspection and Anti-Corruption Authority, Mr Sinay Mienglavanh, 

Representative of the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime 

(UNODC) in Laos, Mr Erlend Falch, along with other officials, lecturers 

and students. 

During the ceremony, participants listened to a review of anti-corruption 

operations of agencies over the past year and their work for the year 

ahead. Attendees were also given an explanation about the anti-corruption 

law. 

The meeting aimed to bring together participants, especially officials and 

students to understand the dangers of corruption and together to the fight 

against dishonest behaviour in the country. 

Speaking at the event, Mr Sinay said “For 2017-2018, the Government 

Inspection Authority and the Anti-Corruption Organisation in cooperation 

with ministries and organisations in the provinces undertook inspections 

and many targets were found to be involved in corruption.” 

“Corruption is hindering and delaying the progress of socio-economic 

development in both developed and developing countries around the 

world. Laos signed the United Nations Convention against Corruption on 

December 10, 2003, and ratified it on September 25, 2009, with 186 State 

Parties,” he added. 

“International Anti-Corruption Day is important for bringing people 

together to campaign against corruption around the world,” Mr Sinay 

explained. 

In a bid to crack down on corruption, the government is pursuing capacity 



building in the development of human resources and improved legislation 

such as the Law on Anti-Corruption. 

Corruption is defined as the act of an official who opportunistically uses 

their position, power or duties to embezzle assets, swindle people, receive 

bribes or engage in other illegal acts for personal gain.  

According to the latest report from the Party Central Committee’s 

Inspection Committee, in 2017 the committee investigated 146 cases of 

corruption with 994 people found to be involved in dishonest behaviour, 

of whom 908 were government officials.  

The report also revealed that more than one trillion kip (about US$120 

million) was embezzled last year through the improper implementation of 

development projects when various laws were violated.  

Further investigations are being conducted into 420 people with 

administrative measures being taken against 414.  

Some 84 of these individuals are being prosecuted with case briefs 

concerning 62 реорlе submitted to public prosecutors. The court has 

handed down 14 sentences, according to the committee in May of this 

year. 
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